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[bookmark: _Toc245294599]Contact information 
For all queries, please contact the RDI team via the Research Development International mailbox: rd-international@bristol.ac.uk.




[bookmark: _Toc245294600]Call details
[bookmark: _Toc245294601]Overview
The scheme is run annually and awards are 12 months in duration. The International Academic Collaborator and their University of Bristol Academic Host will undertake collaborative research development, working towards joint funding bids, international co-authored publications, and knowledge exchange between their wider university communities. Funding is available to cover travel, accommodation and subsistence costs to facilitate in-person engagement.

This scheme is intended to support research development, not research activity itself. That is to support activities that increase the capacity and capability of the applicants to undertake joint research. It offers resources to plan, network and exchange ideas with a focus on developing and preparing a clear pathway to substantial grant applications that will sustain the research partnership.

A BMAA award encourages long-lasting international collaborations with high-quality joint research funding bids being the key indicator of success.

If you are applying for support for an existing collaboration, your application must demonstrate how this award would enable a significant step-change in your collaboration.

The University of Bristol has a commitment to support equitable and transformative partnerships within research programmes co-created by overseas collaborators. Applications should demonstrate an approach that reflects this. Resources and principles that applicants could refer to include:

	Our team’s training on Develop: Part 2 of ‘Intro to Grant Funding for International Research Collaboration’


	Global Challenges Toolkit

	Equitable Partnerships Resources Hub

	Research in a global setting – UKRI

	ACU Equitable Research Partnerships



[bookmark: _Toc245294602]The funding opportunity
This call is for funding to support activities between one Bristol Academic Host and one visiting International Academic Collaborator. Funding can be used for visits between their two universities in either or both direction(s) during the 2027-28 University of Bristol academic year. The frequency and visit durations should serve the aims and practicalities of the collaboration. However, the International Academic Collaborator is required to undertake at least one extended visit (≥1month) in Bristol during the course of the year-long award. This is to ensure planned activities provide opportunity for engagement with the wider University of Bristol academic community, including at least one seminar and one other event. Other activities might include consultations, masterclasses, workshops, public lectures or performances.

All awards funded through this scheme must align with at least one of the University's research themes. These are:

•	Equitable and sustainable health
•	Net zero and climate change
•	Creative and cultural industries
•	Data and digitalisation
•	Social justice
•	Supercomputing

Up to £20k is available per award. We would expect to see evidence of partner contribution, whether financial or in-kind, from the International Academic Collaborator’s university to demonstrate their buy-in and commitment to the collaboration. An additional £5k is available for applications including an International Academic Collaborator from a university in a Low- or Middle-Income Country (LMIC). This is in recognition of factors including additional/higher costs such as flights, visas, data and the lack of financial capacity within the partner institution to contribute to the costs (where applicable). Any costs over the standard £20k limit must relate specifically and explicitly to these extra costs incurred by partners from LMICs.

It is anticipated that 6-8 awards will be made in this round. Activities and all associated spend must entirely take place between 1 August 2027 – 31 July 2028 inclusive.

[bookmark: _Toc245294603]Eligibility requirements
[bookmark: _Toc245294604]University of Bristol Academic Host
Please note that previously unsuccessful applications cannot be resubmitted.

All collaborations are required to have one Bristol Academic Host. It is expected that Bristol Academic Hosts will be well established in their fields and will need to have proven capability to lead an international collaboration, secure substantial research income, and publish in high-quality peer-reviewed journals. 

Bristol Academic Hosts can be based in any School, Department or Faculty, and can be on any academic Pathway (i.e. Pathway 1, 2 or 3). Bristol Academic Hosts must be contracted as an academic staff member at the University for the full duration of the 2027-28 academic year without any anticipated significant absences (e.g. sabbatical or extended overseas fieldwork) to ensure that they are able to fulfil their obligations as award holders and hosts. Due to the requirement for all applicants to identify an external collaborative funding bid(s) to target, the Bristol Academic Host must be eligible to apply for external funding. We would expect the Bristol Academic Host to be planning to remain at University of Bristol for the foreseeable future, to enable them to pursue this research funding and sustain the legacy of the collaboration developed through this award. 

Capacity development is encouraged through this scheme, and we would therefore strongly recommend inclusion of Early Career Researchers (ECRs) in collaboration plans alongside the Bristol Academic Host and the International Academic Collaborator. Due to the requirements of the scheme and expected deliverables, ECRs are generally not deemed suitable to be the Bristol Academic Hosts themselves.

[bookmark: _Toc245294605]International Academic Collaborator
The International Academic Collaborator can be from any recognised research organisation outside of the United Kingdom. As with the Bristol Academic Host they can be from any disciplinary field, and on any academic career pathway.

Due to the requirement for all applicants to identify external collaborative funding bid(s) to target, the International Academic Collaborator must be eligible to formally and substantially collaborate with the Bristol Academic Host on the identified grants.

They should be recognised leaders in their research fields and would normally be at Professorial level. We recognise, however, that certain groups can be underrepresented at Professorial level and can experience disproportionate challenges with acquiring this status. We therefore also welcome applications from world-leading researchers who may not be Professors but who can demonstrate equivalent academic excellence and who are making a lasting contribution to their field. As with the Bristol Academic Host, we would also expect them to be well established in their field with proven capability to lead a collaboration, secure substantial research income, and publish in high-quality peer-reviewed journals.

[bookmark: _Toc245294606]Required outcomes
In order to be eligible for this scheme, applicants must demonstrate clear and explicit plans for tangible outcomes, primarily collaborative funding bids as well as policy briefings, and/or international co-authored publications in high-quality journals. This scheme is intended to support research development, not research activity itself. 

All applicants are required to identify a suitable funder(s) and scheme(s) to target for a large bid and/or several medium-sized bids. All proposed bid submissions should include research income for both universities.

Any proposed bid must facilitate international collaboration. Please note, if a bid does not require an international collaborator, then you must clearly explain in the Case for Support how the International Academic Collaborator will be involved in a substantial way within the proposed programme. Failure to do so may make the application ineligible.

We recognise that scale of funding can vary between disciplines. The types of schemes we would expect academics to be targeting are, for example:
•	AHRC Responsive Mode: Standard Research Grant
•	BBSRC Strategic Longer and Larger Grants 
•	ESRC Challenge or Explore Awards
•	EPSRC International Centre to Centre Research Collaborations
•	Horizon Europe ERC Synergy
•	Horizon Europe Global Challenges Clusters and Mission Topics
•	MRC Partnership and Research Grants
•	NERC Large Grants[footnoteRef:1] [1:  Where these schemes are being targeted, an explanation of how partners will be integrated would be required as they do not normally permit direct funding of international collaborators.] 

•	Welcome Discovery Research
•	UKRI individual and cross-council large strategic grants when available

[bookmark: _Toc245294607]Permitted costs
A summary of eligible costs is provided in the Funding section below, as part of our detailed guidance for completing the application form. All relevant costs must be justified, demonstrate value for money and be compliant with the University's travel and expenses policy [Bristol access only].

[bookmark: _Toc245294608]Intention to submit
If you are thinking of applying to this scheme, we recommend that you let us know as soon as possible by completing this short online form. This will be beneficial as we can check eligibility and any queries you may have, and it will help with preparations for the review panel process.

[bookmark: _Toc245294609]Full application deadline
The deadline for the full application is 23:59 GMT on Wednesday 10th March 2027.

· We strongly advise all Bristol applicants to notify their Head of School (HoS) as early as possible of their intention to submit an application, as all application forms require HoS sign-off and comment. Please note that Institute or Centre Directors cannot provide this approval – it must be the Head of School. 
[bookmark: _Toc245294610]How to apply
[bookmark: _Toc245294611]Application process
You will need to contact your Head of School, Costing Specialist and Research Compliance in advance of submitting your application so it is strongly advised you do so as early as possible before the deadline.
1. Identify an opportunity for research collaboration between a Bristol Academic Host and a suitable International Academic Collaborator.
2. Download the application form, available on the call webpage. The Bristol Academic Host and International Academic Collaborator should work together to complete the application form.
3. It is recommended that the Bristol Academic Host notifies the RDI team of the intention to submit an application by completing the short online form.
4. The Bristol Academic Host must consult their Faculty Finance costing specialist [Bristol access only] to confirm whether or not a Worktribe project [Bristol access only] is required for their proposal, and create one if required. Please note, if the application is successful, the costing specialist will need to open a G code for the funding award so they should be made aware of this.
5. The Bristol Academic Host must complete and submit the Research Compliance Initial Assessment [Bristol access only] before the BMAA application deadline.
6. The Bristol Academic Host must submit the completed application form to their Head of School for approval in good time before the deadline.
7. The Bristol Academic Host must submit a copy of the completed application form via email to rd-international@bristol.ac.uk, along with a CV each for the Bristol Academic Host and Academic Collaborator (maximum 2 sides A4 per CV). The application will then be assessed by the Academic Review Panel.
8. Funding decisions, including any conditions of funding, will be confirmed after the Panel Meeting has taken place. We expect to communicate decisions in May 2027.
9. If the application is successful, further information will be provided on the next steps. If the application is unsuccessful, feedback from the reviewers will be provided. Please note that unsuccessful applications cannot be resubmitted.

[bookmark: _Toc245294612]Assessment process
Applications to the BMAA programme will first be checked by the RDI team to ensure that key eligibility criteria have been met. Applications which do not meet key eligibility criteria will be considered ineligible.

Applications which meet all of our eligibility requirements will then be reviewed by a panel of leading academics from the University of Bristol. We recognise that evidence of research and/or educational excellence can look different in different scholarly and disciplinary fields, and the Academic Review Panel will be instructed to factor this into their assessments. We aim for the Panel to consist of representatives from all Faculties as well as all three Pathways.

The panel will review applications against the following criteria. You should refer to page 12, Section 4: Collaboration Proposal for more detailed information on these criteria:
· Overall vision and objectives
· Academic excellence and novelty
· Partnership value and strategic alignment
· Gantt chart

Applications will be scored against a six-point scale:

	Assessment
	Score 

	An outstanding application which meets all criteria.
	6

	An excellent application which meets the criteria.
	5

	A good application which addresses the criteria well.
	4

	A reasonable application which addresses most of the criteria.
	3

	A poor application which has some merit.
	2

	A weak application which does not meet the criteria. 

	1




[bookmark: _Toc245294613]Guidance for completing the application form
Please adhere to the detailed guidance below, as well as the guidance provided in the application form.

Applications which do not comply with these rules will be considered ineligible.

[bookmark: _Toc245294614]Section 1: Details of Collaboration
Please provide a title that is a clear and simple representation of your collaboration activities, avoiding jargon and acronyms. 

The details of the proposed visits need to be provided, including the visit dates and details of both the Bristol Academic Host and the proposed International Academic Collaborator. If the International Collaborator cannot fulfil the required ≥1month to visit Bristol, the panel may consider an alternative arrangement, such as two shorter visits, in certain circumstances. You must explain in your application why this visit has to be split. 

The Bristol Academic Host must confirm that the Research Compliance Initial Assessment [Bristol access only] has been completed and submitted to the Research Compliance Team.

Lay summary
Please provide a summary of your proposed collaboration in simple language, which should be understandable by someone who does not have detailed knowledge of your research area. If the application is successful, this will be used on our website as a summary of your collaboration.

[bookmark: _Section_2:_Funding][bookmark: _Toc245294615]Section 2: Funding

Please itemise costs in GBP and use xe.com for currency conversion where needed. All costs requested will be checked by the RDI team. All travel and associated costs must be fully justified. Costs deemed excessive may be reduced, and ineligible costs will be removed. The reviewers will be assessing whether the requested costs are appropriate and proportionate to achieve the aims of the collaborative work, and demonstrate good value for money.

If you are unsure whether certain costs would be deemed eligible or ineligible, please check with the RDI team by emailing rd-international@bristol.ac.uk.

Award values are fixed once confirmed in the offer letter and cannot be increased later.
Successful applicants are strongly advised to book flights, accommodation, and visas as early to avoid price increases.

 
A: Eligible Travel Costs
· Appropriate travel insurance is already in place for all Bristol staff so this does not need to be included. Insurance costs for the International Collaborator can be included if needed.
· This scheme covers travel between the Bristol Academic Host’s and International Academic Collaborator’s universities and covers economy travel only unless there is a specific medical reason why a more expensive travel option is needed.
· Travel would usually cover direct travel from a traveller’s home to the accommodation at the respective host location. 
· Lower emission transportation is preferred where available.
· For travel between London airports and Bristol, normally a coach service should be used. 

B: Eligible Subsistence costs
· Specify how many days are being claimed for and the daily rate being used.
· Maximum of £50 per day for visitors to Bristol.
· For Bristol Hosts abroad, must be within limits set by: 1. the UK Government guidance for expenses, and 2. University expenses policy [Bristol access only].
· Subsistence rate should be reduced where meals will be provided elsewhere, e.g. event catering, hotel breakfast, long-haul flight.

C: Eligible Accommodation costs
· Specify how many days are being claimed for, the nightly rate, whether breakfast is included.
· Maximum of £120 per night (excluding breakfast) for visitors to Bristol.
· Accommodation should usually be booked via Key Travel [Bristol access only]. For accommodation near/on the Bristol campus, there may be availability with Bristol Staff Residential Lettings.
· For Bristol Hosts abroad, accommodation costs must be within limits set by: 1. the UK Government guidance for expenses, and 2. University expenses policy [Bristol access only].

D: Eligible Other costs
For example: 
· Visa costs, including economy travel to/from embassy for appointments. 
· Testing requirements and/or vaccinations which are necessary for safe travel.
· Administrative staff time to support planning and delivery of workshops/activities.
· Translation services (including sign language).
· Provision of data bursaries/dial-in facilities for LMIC participants.
· Catering for events where there is a ‘reasonably equal ratio’ of UoB staff to visitors, i.e. the ratio should not exceed 2:1, in line with the University expenses policy [Bristol access only]. 
· Only if agreed by the Head of School, you can request a small amount of an ECR’s teaching buy-out so they can be involved in a supporting capacity: active engagement with partners, literature reviews, impact assessment, facilitating workshops. However, the scheme cannot cover any academic’s teaching buy-out or salary for leading the collaboration and writing funding bids and publications.
· Research costs/equipment (hire or purchase) would not normally be covered. However, if they are clearly linked to developing the relationship for an external collaborative funding bid then the panel may consider these. You must explain why any research costs are needed and link them to your collaboration development and external funding bid.

Any cost not explicitly listed as eligible should be assumed not fundable. If unsure, applicants should contact the RDI team (rd-international@bristol.ac.uk) before applying.


Ineligible costs 
· Academic staff salaries or buy-out (UoB or international) Exception: A small amount of Research Associate time may be eligible if they are involved in a supporting capacity (contact the RDI team for further info). 
· Academic speaker/participant fees or honoraria. Exception: Payments to non-academic stakeholders (e.g., NGOs, community organisations) may be eligible if justified. 
· Estate, indirect, and overhead costs.
· IT equipment, including laptops. 
· Costs for designing/hosting a website, online database or other equipment that will be used during the collaboration.
· Conference related costs.
· Retrospective funding requests (activities already undertaken).
· Travel, accommodation and/or subsistence for other UK academics. Exception: They may receive catering at events where appropriate (e.g., provided lunch at a full day workshop) as long as there is a ‘reasonably equal ratio’ of UoB staff to visitors, i.e. the ratio should not exceed 2:1, in line with the University expenses policy [Bristol access only].
· UK based travel, except travel to/from the airport for the main international journey.

E: Bristol Faculty/School/Departmental Contribution: Where some of the costs are being funded by the Bristol Academic Host’s Faculty/School/Department details of this should be outlined in this section, including a summary of the contribution and the financial value. The Bristol Academic Host’s salaried time must not be included here.

F: International Academic Collaborator’s University’s Contribution: Where some of the costs are being funded by the International Academic Collaborator’s university, details of this should be outlined in this section, including a summary of the contribution and the financial value. The International Academic Collaborator’s salaried time must not be included here or costs for using rooms or resources that would normally expected to be made available.

Additional sources of funding
Applicants should also provide details of any other applications being made for funding in connection with this work in the final part of this section, including both internal and external funding sources. If no other applications are being made, please enter ‘N/A’.

Example costings table

	Costs applied for

	Item
	Breakdown 
	Cost (GBP)

	A
	Travel costs
	1. Professor Gomez visiting Bristol, Nov 2027 (£740)
Return economy flights Boston-London (£600)
Taxi to/from airport in Boston (£60)
Return National Express Heathrow to Bristol (£50)
Travel insurance (£30)

2. Dr Jones visiting Boston, Mar 2028 (£720)
Return economy flights London-Boston (£600)
Taxi to/from airport in Boston (£50)
Return National Express Heathrow to Bristol (£50)

3. Professor Gomez visiting Bristol, June 2028 (£730)
Return economy flights Boston-London (£600)
Taxi to/from airport in Boston (£60)
Return National Express Heathrow to Bristol (£50)
Travel insurance (£20)

	£2170

	B
	Subsistence costs
	1. Professor Gomez visiting Bristol, Nov 2027 (£2090)
Daily subsistence in Bristol (£35/day for 59 days including breakfast costs plus £25 for the day of the workshop as lunch/snacks will be provided)

2. Dr Jones visiting Boston, Mar 2028 (£560)
Daily subsistence in Boston (£40/day for 14 days excluding breakfast costs as it is included in the hotel booking)

1. Professor Gomez visiting Bristol, June 2028 (£490)
Daily subsistence in Bristol (£35/day for 14 days including breakfast costs)

	£3140

	C
	Accommodation costs
	1. Professor Gomez visiting Bristol, Nov 2027 (£5100)
Nightly rate for accommodation in Bristol (£85/night for 60 nights excluding breakfast)

2. Dr Jones visiting Boston, Mar 2028 (£1540)
Nightly rate for accommodation in Boston (£110/night for 14 nights including breakfast)
3. Professor Gomez visiting Bristol, June 2028 (£1190)
Nightly rate for accommodation in Bristol (£85/night for 14 nights excluding breakfast)

	£7830

	D
	Other costs
	Research Associate (£1702)
Two months RA 0.2fte Grade J to plan and coordinate the November workshop and produce a report on the outcomes, fully costed through Worktribe.

Administrator (£620)
Four days TSS administrator (Grade F) to support logistics for the November workshop, fully costed through Worktribe.

Interpreter (£400)
Two British Sign Language Interpreters (BSL) to cover the two-hour online joint seminar in January, due to one of the panellists having a hearing impairment (2x£200)

Catering costs (£520)
Lunch and tea/coffee for one-day in-person workshop with members of the Advanced Computing Research Centre (£26 per person for 20 people including VAT)

	£3242

	(1)	Total cost of activity (A+B+C+D)
	£16382

	E
	Bristol Faculty/School Contribution
	Advanced Computing Research Centre (in Engineering) will pay for catering at the workshop
	£520

	F
	IAC University’s Contribution
	MIT is paying for Professor Gomez’s flights for both visits
	£1200

	(2)	Total cost of contributions (E+F)
	£1720

	Total applied for via BMAA scheme (1-2)

	£14662



[bookmark: _Section_2:_Project][bookmark: _Toc736858506][bookmark: _Toc245294616]Section 3: Collaboration outputs

Planned research grant bids
This section must provide a summary of the planned research bid(s) which will develop as a result of this collaboration. Please provide details of the funder(s), scheme(s) and approximate anticipated award value (full-economic cost). All applications to this scheme are required to identify at least one funder and scheme to target for a joint collaborative funding bid, and the bid value should be considered medium or large for the relevant academic field. More rows may be added if required.

If a bid does not require an international collaborator, then you must clearly explain in the Case for Support how the International Academic Collaborator will be involved in a substantial way within the proposed programme. Failure to do so may make the application ineligible.

Lectures and seminars
This section must outline the plans for engagement at the University of Bristol during the collaboration. We require the International Academic Collaborator to make at least one extended visit to Bristol during the collaboration, during which they are required to contribute to the wider research culture of the University by offering at least one lecture/seminar and at least one other event (e.g. workshop, departmental lecture, public talk, and/or graduate student seminar). Please note more rows can be added for additional lectures.



[bookmark: _Section_4:_Collaboration][bookmark: _Toc245294617]Section 4: Collaboration proposal

Case for support
Please ensure that the application is written in language that is accessible for non-specialists, as it may be reviewed by panel members from a different disciplinary field. Do not include formal academic references and/or a bibliography.

The Case for support should be structured using the following headings. This is what the reviewers will be looking for in this section:

· Overall vision and objectives
Are the aims of the collaboration and planned outcomes appropriately ambitious yet achievable? Is there a strong likelihood of significant outcomes arising from the visit, including successful substantial research funding bids, international co-authored publications, and other potential long-term benefits for Bristol and the International Academic Collaborator’s institution?

· Academic excellence and novelty
Has the research programme been described? Is there an explanation of the added value of the proposed collaboration. (What are the key joint activities that are being proposed?) Is there an effective explanation of how this will advance the field and contribute to new knowledge? Where relevant, have ethical considerations been addressed?

· Partnership value and strategic alignment
Are the proposed collaboration and the identified synergies between the Bristol Academic Host and International Academic Collaborator clearly defined? In line with Bristol’s commitment to supporting equitable and transformative partnerships, is there strong potential for developing a meaningful and mutually beneficial collaboration? Where this is an existing partnership there must be an explanation of the step-change this funding would make to the collaboration. Does the proposed collaboration align with at least one of Bristol's research themes?

· Gantt chart
Has a Gantt chart been included to provide a concise description and timeline of the proposed activities (meetings, seminars, workshops etc.). Does it match the collaboration's vision and objectives, and does it reflect the requirements of the call?

[bookmark: _Toc245294618]Section 5: Head of School Declaration and Sign-off
This section must be completed by the Bristol Academic Host’s Head of School. By providing their signature, the Head of School agrees to all terms outlined in the declaration. 

The Head of School is also required to add comments on the application (maximum 200 words) to elaborate on the strategic value of the collaboration for the Department/School and/or the University more generally.

If there are any concerns or queries about this, please contact rd-international@bristol.ac.uk in good time before the call deadline to discuss.
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